delaide lowe 1923-4, 1933-1962 Teacher, and 
Substitute Teacher 


Adelaide (Wilson) Howe was born in Duluth, Minnesota to Andrew and Bertha 
Wilson on September 22, 1895. When she was three the family moved to 

Marquette, Michigan where she went to grade school. She was the third oldest 
in a family of six - three boys and three girls. Her father was a building contrac- 


tor and constructed the high school, prison and many other public buildings and 
homes in Marquette. 


After a short time spent in Spokane and a return stay in Michigan, her father moved the family to 
Portland, Oregon in 1911. Adelaide attended Jefferson High for one year, summer school at Lincoln 
High and Washington High her last two years; so she attended all three high schools in Portland at that 


time. She was involved in art, music, and debate activities at Washington HS and graduated with 
honors in 1914. 
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In 1914 Adelaide entered Reed College. Her father had built.a new home in Milwaukge, so Adelaide 
was able to ride the streetcar to Reed. She began her studies as a major in classical languages, but was 
influenced by interests in social issues and her professors to change her major to foreign languages and 
education. She was impressed with the faculty at Reed’ especially Her major professor in education, Dr. 
Hart. Her thesis at Reed was “How to Improve the Public Schools in Milwaukge.” 


Adelaide began her teaching career at Doty, Washington. She then taught in Tumalo, Oregon. 
Adelaide's social concerns became evident at Tumalo where she included African-American students in 
all extra-curricular activities despite a warning from the school board that her contract would not be 
renewed if she did. Adelaide continued to include them and the school board carried out its threat - 
her contract was not renewed. (Note: The African-American students she included wanted their chil- 
dren to remember Adelaide Wilson and visited her several times, including some long after she retired 
from teaching. Two of them wanted Adelaide’s family to know how they felt and made a point to visit 
once when her son was present). 


Adelaide then moved to Bickleton, Washington where she was the high school principal her last year. It 
was here that she met Fred Howe who was teaching in the grade school. They both moved to Camas 
to teach in 1923 where she was hired as a language teacher. They were married in 1924. At that time 
women teachers in Camas were not allowed to teach for one year after they were married, so she was 
a homemaker and active in Camp Fire Girls, church, and community activities for a year. 
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The Howes left Camas in 1925 when Fred attended Oregon State to continue his studies and partici- 
pate in basketball. While there, they decided to take a break from teaching and purchased a service 
station/motel/store complex at Sand Creek, Oregon near Crater Lake. Adelaide worked long hours in 
the kitchen and helped with the motel, but she was an active outdoors person at the time and loved 
the Central Oregon landscape. In 1930 their daughter, Mary, was born and a son, Robert (Bob), in 
1932. ; 
In 1933 the family moved back to Camas where Fred was hired as a science teacher and coach; he later 
was vice-principal of Camas Senior/Junior High and principal of Camas Junior High. Adelaide was a 
substitute teacher for many years and also involved in pre-school programs during WWII, PTA, City 
Planning Commission, Camp Fire Girls, and the Camas Methodist Church. When Fred became ill in 
1950, she returned to full-time teaching as an English, Spanish and Latin teacher. A highlight of 
the later years for her was advising the National Honor Society and working with many of these s® 


students on various projects including graduation speeches. Several of these students continued corre- 
spondence with her until her death. 


Adelaide retired from teaching in 1962 and moved to the Holladay Park Plaza in Portland in 1965. She 
enjoyed traveling and took trips to Mexico, Hawaii, and the Eastern US. She was active in programs at 
the Holladay Park Plaza and served as vice-president of the Holladay Park Plaza resident organization, 


supervised recreation programs, and organized several service activities for both overseas and local 
needs. . 


While Adelaide enjoyed traveling, reading, gardening, the outdoors, and church activities, her main 
interests in life were her family, education, and social services. She had a strong belief that schools 
could make a life-long impact on individuals. She believed that most young people could achieve more 
than they believed they could, and with consistent and disciplined effort, patterns of achievement 
could be developed. She was short and long-term goal oriented and stressed setting and achieving 
goals and dreams. She believed it is okay to be disappointed if you do not meet your goals, but do not 
be discouraged if the goals and dreams are important to you; rethink what you need to do and pro- 
ceed. Adelaide strongly believed and practiced payback - “We have a responsibility to help our fellow 
humans and the environment; we should contribute to society in ways that we can.” 


Adelaide stressed her beliefs with students, but also her family and provided time, encouragement, 
and financial resources to help her children and grandchildren achieve their goals. Both her children 
and all her grandchildren (6) are college graduates. Both her children and five of her grandchildren 
have been or are teachers. 


Adelaide died on November 19, 1988. 


Researched by Mary and Bob Howe 


